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Washington:   Congressman Ron Paul recently introduced a bold constitutional amendment
designed to radically reform our tax system.  The 16th Amendment, passed in 1913, allowed the
federal government to do what the Supreme Court had always ruled unconstitutional: levy a
direct income tax on individuals.  The "Liberty Amendment"  (HJR 45) repeals the 16th
Amendment, paving the way for real change in the way government collects and spends our tax
dollars. "The income tax has given government a claim on our lives,"  Paul stated.  "It has
enabled government to expand far beyond its proper limits, invade our privacy, and penalize our
every endeavor.  The Founding Fathers never intended an income tax, and they certainly would
be dismayed to know that Americans today give more than a third of their income to the federal
government." Polls demonstrate that America is fed up with the labyrinthine tax code and the
abusive IRS.  The tax code increasingly faces grassroots legal challenges, and interest in
flat-tax and national sales tax proposals has never been greater.  America clearly is ready for
sweeping tax reform, yet Congress remains focused on rewarding certain constituencies by
forever making complex small changes to the existing tax laws.  The Liberty Amendment is an
attempt to eliminate the system altogether, forcing Congress to find a simple and fair way to
collect limited federal revenues.  Most of all, the Liberty Amendment is an initiative aimed at
reducing the size and scope of the federal government. "America existed for nearly 140 years
without an income tax," Paul concluded.  "The federal government generally adhered to its
strictly enumerated constitutional functions during that time, operating with modest excise
revenues.  When Congress introduced the 16th Amendment, it opened the door to the era of big
government.  This amendment would close that door."    

  

 1 / 2



Paul Proposes Constitutional Amendment to end the Current Tax System

    

 2 / 2


